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OTP Hike #0010

A

Mount Wilson Trail

Sierra Madre to Orchard Camp
9 miles RT; 2000 gain,

Sierrs Madre to Mount Wilson
15 miles RT; 4500 gain.

The Mount Wilson Trail up Little Santa Anita Canyon is the oldest
white man’s trail into the San Gabricls. It was built in 1864 by Benjamin
Wikon. who overhauled a Gabriclino Indian: path in order to log the
stands of incense cedar and sugar pine on the mountain that now bears
his name. The first telescope was carried up this trail to Mount Wilson in
1904 During the “Great Hiking Fra.™ thousands of hikers rode the Red
Cars (o Sierra Madre, discmbarhed, and hiked up this path to the popu-
lar trail resort at Oschard Camp. Forty thousand hikers and horseback
riders passed over the truil in 1911, its peak year.

After the pussing of the “Great Hiking Era” the trail was all but
abandoned until the late 1950s when rebuilding etforts begun. The good
folks of Sierra Madre, aided by Boy Scout troops, rebuilt the trail all the
way up canyon to its junction with the old Mount Wilson Toll Road.
Sierra Madre citizens also prevented county tlood control engineers from
bulldvzing and check-damming Little Santa Anita Canyon. The aroused
citizenry established Sierra Madre Historical Wilderness Area 1o preserve
the canyon. This arca is patterned after federal Wilderness Areas, that is,
the Lend is to be preserved. forever without development or mechanized
use.

This hike will take you up Little Santa Anita Canyon, visit Orchard
Camp and climb to the top of Mount Wilson. There are many routes up

Mount Wilson; this is one of the nicest.

Directions to trailhead: From the Foothill Freeway (210) in Arcadia
take Baldwin Avenue north. Turn right on Miramonte Avenue. Park on
Miramonte Avenue near the junction of Mount Wilson Trail Road,
which is on your left. The trail begins 150 yards up this road and 1s
marked by a large wooden sign. After passing some homes, the trail
shortly intersects the main trail.
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The Hike: After trudging 114 miles up Santa Anita Canyon vou reach
a junction with a sidetrail, which leads 1o the nearby canyvon bottom,
Here you can lean against an old oak, cool vour heels in the rushing
water, relax and watch the river flow.
Continue back on the ridge trail as it climbs higher and higher above
the canyon floor onto sunny. exposed stopes. A hot 3 miles of walking
brings vou to Decher Spring and another %4 mile to Orchard Camp. a
shady glen dotted with oak and spruce trees. When Wilson was building
his trail, a construction camp called halfway house was built here. 1ater
homesteaders tried their hand planting apple and cherry trees  henee the
name Orchard Camp. During the “Great Hiking Era.” a succession of
entrepreneurs utilized Orchard Camp as a trail resort and welcomed
thousands of hikers. Hikers tra eled through this canyon in the 1920«
reported seeing “The Nature Man of Mount Wilson.™ a tall, bronzed
hermit who looked like he stepped out of the pages of the Old Testament.
I'he nature man carried a stone axe and worked on the trail for his keep,
Some say he's still around. protecting the canyon  though he no longer
springs out of the brush and greets every hiker who passes.
Orchard Camp is a nice place to picnic. You might want to call it
here and return the same w av. Otherwise,
on.
Option: Orchard Camp to Mount Wilson. The
thick chaparral up Santa Anita Canvon to its he
shelt-Ike trail, heads east on a

aday
Iill vour canteen and plunge

trail continues through
ad. 1t contours on the
fircbreak and crosses over a steep
manzanitacovered ridge. At the intersection with Winter Creek Trail,
turn left (west) and ascend steeply to Mount Wilson Toll Road, 2 miles
from Orchard Camp. Turn right on the Toll Road and follow it 1 mile as

it ascends through well-spaced spruce to Mount Wilson Road, just out-
side Skyline Park.

- g

A

{ Devil's Canyory Irail

& Chilao to Devils Canyoyf Trail Camp
] 7 miles R Tz FSOF Joss.
Lhilao to Devil's Cangon YWaterfall
11 miles RT: 2300 loss.

.':‘. Anpcles n.--:'h.-m«; while inchin
chane. may he gomforred by know
Amer ‘ e
primesg] cany ogf of the San Gabriel W

a4 has o Wilderness Area <o che

youre (v ap pteen as-the-crow-flies
\ YT N 'h and rug

36,1 37-ade willcrness iy rough

contained Y o canyons, Devil's and

Jand pinc and fir reach {ro

this is colorftountry: the laurels glow

fuft up. thyf ?{\mhux blossoms blue a
The Willer

north andgwest

canvonslo

< Arca tsosurrounded
Highway 2, onthe ea
campers grosd \\"(!_uca_ shicrs peer di
despite Jfs accessifuling, most pcn‘p.ic 0
view dodvn from tfgbrink of Devil’s Ce
wk up. seare off
I from Chilao

thoughf ol the walk
Dt Canyon
pleas: it path in the erness. Ittake
the cgny on, past willowgvhaded pools m‘
makf the Big City <cqn hundreds o
Wirections to trailhekd: From la
Adgeles Crest Highway hghuuy;?}.
Upper Chilao Campgumn There'sa
( the highwav, Teave g.mrc;xr here
; ually below the snowline, i3 1CTOSS th
The Hike: Remind yourselg
iescending steeply into the c;m\'m. l‘h
J come last. Pace voursell accordingly

L

pine and spruce on the shady slop
After two miles, the trail meets a plige



r

=
T B SN T A

-

t
St

R SOUE SR St

od by fhe U.S. Forest &
wrturlyg of fire- and 8
nds of wodlings werd
over thl Southlandd
nued th good worf

i
]

Mt Wilan

..,.,.1.;:-5-:\ _‘51’ Stuerant

dtrip, dh good (i o nLame
e wholeamily. 1§c 5 . Spre Cronc A |
VICWs, R Cisonde {E
way (I- '

) g . “adn, e “M"'{("t\-h
L oand @nting o Pt e
¢ about fen bloghs. 5O
rive and § ind affew
you speed by 18nc-
ito Cresc@ht Difive,
s found idithe @200
the fire B Aihat

=N T

(URTINE x

A Hennuger Flats
\,

bottom @ Baton
1 acks

Q8. 2

ries of swi

pos (i,

sl 1) Lades

e e i THE i g S N R W R e
A o e el € W R 2 B g s e e

) o b{,fmz‘f
" 1891 fusBioned e ke
per nder, 34 cents

s later. Log8 time
sing SundJ @iive
wene of arf

A R T e

25 3 e L SRy )
SR CRRE b R A

te ping.
to 10 g.a

. .
USRS

I be as high as the Himalayas and Hollywood a S

The Sur Gabriels woul ere not being worn down as Sust us

seusidde Nepal (f the mouniuins w | 7
i fid —JEROME WYCKOFF . - . ‘..‘:

i

road§to Mount

les Of

e

¢ Wway with

L

hie



