OTP Hike #0154

‘}:}b 36 Scason: All Year
Marshall Canyon Trail

7-mile loop through Marshall Canyon
800-foot elevation gain

Marshall Canyon, a county park in-the-making, offers some fine hiking
in the foothills of the San Gabriel Mountains. Marshall Canyon and its
neighbor, Live Oak Canyon, are shaded with oak, alder and sycamore.
From atop the canyon walls, there are great clear-day views of the
mountains to the north ard San Gabriel Valley to the south.

For several years this semi-wild urea above San Dimas and Claremont
has been something ofa secret—frequented only by a tew horsebackriders
and a very few hikers. Los Angeles County Department of Parks and
Recreation planners say their intention is to lcave Marshall Canyon more
or less alone—that is to say undeveloped, with minimum facilities. Inthe
parlance of land use planners, Marshall Canyon will remain as “open
space”—something 1o be thankful for in the fast-growing eastern edge of
the metropolis.

A good network of equestrian/hiking tails explores the brushy ridges
and lush canyon bottoms of the park. Much of the network is fire roads,
which may sometimes be closed during the dry summer months.

Depending on your time and inclination, you can fashion a number of
loop trips ranging from 210 8 miles. Park trails and roads are unsigned, so
expect to improvise a little.

Directions to trailhead: Follow the Foothill Freeway (210) to its end,
continuing easton Highway 30and still farther east on Foothill Boulevard.
Turn left, north on Wheeler Avenue, ascend 10 Golden Hill Road and turn
right. You'll see signs for Marshall Canyon Golf Course. Just before the
road turns right toward Live Ouk Reservoir, turn lettintoa dirt parking lot.
On weekends, you’re likely to find a few horse trailers in the lot.

The Hike: The trail begins at the cast end of the lot and soon begins
descending into the Marshall Canyon. During winter, the snow-covered
peaks of the San Gabriel Mountains framed by oaks are a picturesque
sight.

Just before a creek crossing, the trail splits. Marshall Canyon is to the
left, Live Oak Canyon t the right. (The trails intersect again, so you may
choose either.)

Marshall Canyon Trail crosses the creck  couple times, then rises out
of the canyon as a dirt road. You’ll pass a side roed lcuding Lo the park’s
nursery, and a couple side trails offering access 1o tne canyon pottom.
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