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Altadena to Oakwilde via Arroyo Seco

9 miles round trip; 900 elevation gain
Classification: Moderate _
Season: November-May OTP Hike #0286
Topo map: Pasadena

FEATURES -
The Arroyo Seco today is largely bypassed land';g;_
gotten. Fifty years ago it was one of the.m(ist pOpl; fa:; ;l]o\v
i ots i der its luxuriant cover 3
tion spots in the range. Un el
the canyon reverberate
sycamore, alder and bay, bl s
s and campers.
lusty shouts and merry songs of hikers ar .
lgwgr reaches were dotted with rusf{c calbmijandtw}?il;tlil\iz(i
icni i before the Angeles Cres : va
picnic spots. This was : . e
i to the mountains, climbing
it dogiare Now nature’s stillness
on the west slope of the canyon. 5
i i ken only by the gen
s supreme in the canyon, bro : ,
rmetlgrrr:nur Ioaf stream, the soft rustle of sycamore lea\‘es-.
and—as a reminder of civilization’s nearngssvthe ?Lgar
sional muffled roar of an automobile rounding a curve fa
bove. :
i About halfway up this great gorge, on a é(l)rest;:;g
streamside bench, is Oakwilde Plcmci; A}Il'fsa_(tiaa tzguz:ist
3 sy W
. Here, in 1911, J. R. Phillips fashio
fzgzﬁ—old Camp Oak Wilde. For almost three d'eca.des,
until it was nearly obliterated in t}ﬁ;: 1?138 ﬂ?oiil,]zh;s; \: g: z
i ioni thlanders. In 2
favorite spot of vacationing Sou H
road was ll))uilt up the lower Arroyo Seco to the ca}r{np. it t?g
was severely damaged in the greatest torrent n;)wn =
man in the San Gabriels. Today, qnly remnants of t e‘ r(')[he
remain, and a few stone foundations at Qakwilde are
igns of what once went on _here. ‘ :
onlgl‘?mg:and nature’s gradual healing process have Ieitow;il
much of the beauty of the lower Arroyo Seco, ,alt Ollig—
parts of it have been permanently mar_red by man ls viflor 2
most notably the Brown Canyon Debris Dam. Stll. . }tl : e:e :
much to be seen and enjoyed in this great canyon; this tra
trip gives you a fair sampling.
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DESCRIPTION

From 210 Freeway, take the Arroyo Blvd, offramp and
drive north on Arroyo, which promptly becomes Windsor
Avenue. Continue north % mile to the intersection with
Ventura Street.

You will notice two roads—both with gates usually
Iocked~leading north down toward the canyon entrance,
Take the right (eastern) of the two; the left road goestothe

L parking lot. Proceed on foot down the road, which
gains the Arroyo Seco entrance in % mile. You pass the
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% mile. Goleft ata road fork, as indicated by the GABRIELING
TRAIL sign. Now the canyon closes in and the scenery
becomes more woodsy—giant canyon oaks, alders, willows,

and bridges have washed out,

A half mile above the Forest Service residences is
Teddy’s Outpost Picnic Area—named for a small road-
side resort operated by Theodore “Teddy” Syvertson
from 1914 to 1915. In another % mile you reach the Gould
Mesa Campground, honoring Wil Gould, who home-
steaded here in' the '90s, and just beyond, a sideroad
leading up to Gould Mesa and the Angeles Crest ;
Highway. Nino Picnic Area is % mile farther, Above Nino
the canyon narrows, twists and turns, and remnants of the
old road become less evident. In another % mile you reach
Paul Little Memoria] Picnic Area, 100 feet to your left.
Going right, the trail climbs up the steep east slope of the
canyon to get around Brown Canyon Debris Dam, then
drops back into the gorge and rounds two sharp bends
before reaching Oakwilde, 4% miles from the start. Here,
amid the crumbling foundations of the old road’s-end
resort, under live oaks and alders, the Forest Service has
built Oakwilde Trail Camp, with tables and stoves.

Return the way you came,




