You won’t believe what you can do
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110 TRAILS OF THE ANGELES

Chantry Flat via Sturtevant Trail to Hoegee Trail
Camp, Mt. Zion, Big Santa Anita Canyon
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10 miles round trip; 1800’ elevation gain
Classification: Moderate
Season: November—June
Topo map: Mt. Wilson
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This very attractive circle hike follows the old Sturte-
vant Trail, known today as the Upper Winter Creek Trail,
from Chantry Flat to Hoegee Trail Camp, then climbs
over Mt. Zion Saddle and drops into upper Big Santa
Anita Canyon. You then follow the canyon trail down past
Sturtevant Camp, Spruce Grove Trail Camp, and Cas-
cade Picnic Area to lower Winter Creek, then climb back
up to Chantry Flat. This is a delightful circle trip—one of
the best in the San Gabriels—passing across chaparral-
coated slopes with expansive canyon views, through lush
conifer forest and streamside woodland, alongside bub-
bling creeks, fully sampling the grandeur of the Big Santa
Anita watershed.

Wilbur Sturtevant, known as “Sturdy” to his friends,
built his trail from Sierra Madre over the ridge into Big
Santa Anita Canyon, then along the west slope to his
resort camp in 1896. For decades, the famous Sturtevant
Trail felt the trod of many boots and the joyous voices of
legions of hikers bound for the delights of Big Santa Anita
and its many hostelries of the “Great Hiking Era.” One
who hiked the Sturtevant Trail and fell in love with
spruce-and-fern-lined Winter Creek was Arie Hoegee,
who built his resort camp there in 1908. For three
decades it was a favorite destination for hikers. The rustic
buildings are long gone, but the Forest Service has made
the little streamside glen into Hoegee Trail Camp, with
stoves and tables. Hoegee’s Camp has an unusual distinc-
tion: in the 24-hour period January 22-23, 1942, a total of
26.12 inches of rain fell here, establishing a Southern
California record that still stands.
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One Hundred Hikes

DES’CRIPTION

From Foothill Freeway in Arcadia, take the Santa

Anite Avenue off-ramp and drive north to Chantry Flat, 6 _

miles. oA ol NEARE Sorte LPromrlc 7TABLES
From the upper parking area at Chantry Flat, take the /4 A —

fire road that begins to the left (south) of the ranger sta- s, gt

tion, adjacent to the sloping picnic area. After % mile, at w

Winter Creek Trail, indicated by a wooden sign. Follow 3\ <
the trail as it climbs, contours, and then drops along the
west wall of Big Santa Anita Canyon, mostly through
chaparral, passing a Mt. Wilson trail junction, to Winter
Creex, in 2 miles. Your trail fords Winter Creek, briefly
climhs and then drops to another trail junction. For
Hoegee Trail Camp, go right; the trail refords Winter
Creek and reaches the spruce-shaded camp after a few |~ A~
minutes’ walk. (An option that cuts your hiking distance
in helf is to descend the Winter Creek Trail to the Big
Santa Anita Canyon Trail, then turn right and climb back
up t¢. Chantry Flat.)

To continue on the full circle trip, retrace your steps /<
from Hoegee Trail Camp back up to the Mt. Zion Trail
junction, marked by a small sign. Go right and follow the
newlv restored Mt. Zion Trail (which is really the upper
section of the ‘old Sturtevant Trail) as it climbs, first
through forest and then chaparral, to Zion Saddle, 1%

o Miles. A side trail right leads % mile to Mt. Zion’s summit
- and spectacular views over the Big Santa Anita water-
X shed. Your main trail then gently descends through lush
§ fores, mostly big-cone spruce, to a junction with the Big - :

{ Santa Anita Canyon Trail, % mile. Turn right and de-

scend the canyon trail, fording the creek twice, to Spruce
\a.Grové Trail Camp, % mile. Your trail descends to Cascade
icnic Area, contours the mountainside, drops to Winter
Cree’, and climbs back up to Chantry Flat (see Trip 42
for a full description). é L ICESAHANENTS

Note: This circle trip was made possible by the
restoration of the upper Sturtevant, or Mt. Zion, Trail by
Sierra Club volunteers and a group of San Gabriel Moun-
tains aficionados known as “The Big Santa Anita Gang”
in 1984-1985.
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