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Easiest approach is to take the 4th Street off-ramp from 
�,�i westbound Santa Monica freeway, then head north about 15 blocks 
�� the end of 4th Street, which is at Adelaide Drive. Park on 4tr. 
�R turn right and park on Adelaide. 

Alternate approach is Pacific Coast Highway to Entr?da Dri�e, � 
on Entrada and up·the hill. Entrada becomes 7th Street in� 
Monica. Turn right(towards ocean) on San Vicente(traffic ligr 
then right again on 4th street. From there it's a short bloc} 
Adelaide. 

Rustic Canyon-a Picturesque 
Stroll Amid Homes of� the Artsy 

By ROBERT JOHN PIERSON 

I
n Rustic Canyon, a tree-filled arroyo 
near Will Rogers State Beach, autumn 
and early winter can be enjoyed in all 

their Southern California character. 
Deciduous trees stand in sharp.contrast 

1 0 brilliantly hued flowers that bloom 
throughout the Southland. 

Since the 1820s, the secluded canyon has 
hosted grazing sheep, campers, saloons, 
bohemian retreats and idiosyncratic hous­
es. It has attracted writers, artists, actors 
and even a distinguished group of refugees 
from Nazi Germany, including Thomas 
Mann and Bertolt Brecht. 

Other renowned residents have included 
writer Christopher Isherwood, photogra­
pher Edward Weston, fashion photogra­
phers Peter Stackpool and Herbert Matter, 
sculptors Bolger and Helen Jackson and 
Merrill Gage, and architects Thornton 
Abell and Charles Eames. 

The canyon has long been a place of 
creativity and social tolerance. In his book 
"A Single Man," Isherwood describes this 
community's character: 

"More probably the name was chosen for 
its picturesqueness by the pioneer escapists 
from dingy downtown Los Angeles and 
,.uffy--snobbish Pas,'Jena who came h, re 

� 

in the early twenties .... Their utopian 
dream was of a sub-tropical English village 
with Montmartre manners: a Good Little 
Place where you could paint a bit, write a 
bit, and drink lots. . .. They were tacky 
and cheerful and defiantly bohemian, tire­
lessly inquisitive about each other's doings, 
and boundlessly .tolerant." 

A Haven for Artists 

The area, with thick foliage and countri­
fied homes, continues to be a haven for 
artists, writers and other creative folk. 

Today, one can take a self-guided walk 
along its narrow lanes, down hidden stair 
paths in the leafy shadows of ancient 
sycamores, oaks and alders. 

Allow three hours for this stroll. 
To reach Rustic Canyon, take I-10 (the 

Santa Monica Freeway) west; exit west on 
4th Street. Follow 4th Street about 15 
blocks to Adelaide Drive and park nearby. 
Because the three-mile walk includes 
several steep stairways in the hilly terrain, 
wear comfortable shoes. You may want to 
begin early in the morning, stopping for 
breakfast on the way. 

Begin the walk at the stair path that 
Please see RUi-:'l'IC, Page 4 
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Walking in dappled sunlight a pedestrian enj 
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